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PAGE THREE 


by ftike Chrisman 


I know for most of you red-blooded American guys that April 14 was a red-letter 
day on your calendars. Of course you know April 14 is the day Lincoln was shot, and of 
course you know it’s the day the Titanic hit the iceberg, but you also know (and America’s 
non-guys don’t) that what happened on April 14 this year was the premier issue of Men's 
Journal hit the newsstands. 

And not a minute too soon. American guys (or “men,” as they’re usually known 
in the American media) have just about had it up to their hair replacements with what passes 
for articles about guys these days. I mean, articles about sensitivity and feelings and quiche. 
Quiche! You can’t make quiche on the barbecue, pal! 

Fortunately, Men’ s Journal speaks directly to American guys. In fact, I think they 
should consider renaming it Guys’ Journal. The premier issue is chock-full of articles about 
guy stuff, like hockey and deep-sea fishing and race cars and mountain bikes and something 
called “attack tennis.” These are things all guys need to know about, especially if they have 
thousands of dollars for boats and tickets and exclusive club memberships (and what really 
American guy doesn’t have or at least seriously wish he had these things?). 

; I think this magazine is great. It’s just what American guys need, what with the 
pressure from the Japanese and all. Japanese! I mean, how many Japanese play for the 
Boston Bruins? But Men’s Journal could be even greater if it had articles about things 
every American guy is interested in, even if he can’t afford a mountain bike or a $250 tennis 
racket to attack with. I’m thinking of stuff like spitting. Most guys would Jove to read an 
article called “Spitting: Distance vs. Accuracy — Which Says More About Your Man- 
hood?” I think guys would even welcome a whole series on spitting. “Why Don’t Women 
Ever Hawk One Up? — What Do They Do With It?” “Hitting Another Guy’s Pants: How 
To Apologize.” And so on. 

And there’d definitely be a rush to the newsstands if Men’ s Journal offered a three- 
part series on foolproof lies. These articles would deal with true-life concerns: “Coming 
Home Real Late,” “Why Does Your Sport Coat Smell Like Perfume?” and “Where The Rent 
Money Went.” 

American guys would also be enormously grateful for help on topics like scratch- 
ing in public so nobody notices, and how to make your mechanic think you know what he’s 
talking about. 

Oh sure, I know there’d be a few vocal people who’d say they want to read about 
men’s feelings (again, “men’s” is an effete media term meaning “guys””, because anybody 
knows guys don’t have feelings except about whether Steinbrenner should be allowed back 
with the Yankees) — but these are people who because of a miserable childhood actually | 
don’t want to go hang-gliding in the Himalayas. So every now and then there’d have to be 
apiece fora few wimpy “men” who wish they were guys — for example an article with this 
kind of title: “Your Deepest Emotions: Is It OK To Share Them With Your Dog?” 

But all in all, even without the kinds of articles I’m suggesting, I think Men’s 
Journal is going to fillareal need. Because guys — who afterall are still in charge of things 
in America — really need to be able to get away from the responsibilities of running 
everything, and from pretending to care about anybody else, and thinking...and get back to 
a place they can just be incredibly and intensely competitive, where they belong. 
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STUDENTS! 


Going away for the summer? 


If so, we here at The | 


Valley Comic News have a 
deal that is just about 
impossible to pass up, but 
very easy to afford! 
For a measly $5.00, you 
can have all the news that 
you really need sent to 
your summer address for 
three months. — 
That’s six big issues 
packed with the wit and 
humor you’ve grown to 
love as a resident of the 
‘| Pioneer Valley. — 
Summer is the season of 
fun in the sun! And how 
much of that can you have 
| without America’s only... 


Valley Comic News. 


I 6 Weeks of Summer Laughs 
l for only FIVE BUCKS. 


Address 
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jIown 
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iState___ Zip 


I 
ISend check, cash or money order to: 
Valley Comic News Summer Deal 


Box 515 
Northampton, MA 01061 


LoS oe ee 


Lire Anp Deata Matters 


Fe 


BLN Ais oe — y 
— 


(Niles | Yan =| aie) 
nS Trial aes SB 


OR, IF 19 THE 

PRODUCT OF INCETT.. 

THEN ABORTION {5 
FINE!’ 


/ 


THE DEATH PENALTY WILL 
BE EFFECTIVE... 


wR 
qs 
REANQUIST 


IN THOSE CASES WHERE 
WE'RE NOT SO SURE... 


The Valley Comic News « April 30, 1992 7 


> ie°N 


Jor Bos BriGGs -- TWO COLUMNS THIS ISSUE! 


1. Yourealize there are still people 
that think God created AIDS to punish 
sins? ; 

Itdoesn’t matter how long AIDS 
goes on. 

Itdoesn’t matter how many het- 
erosexual macho guys get it. 

Itdoesn’t matter how many nuns 
or babies or pro basketball players get 
AIDS. It’s a gay disease and a junkie 
disease, and God is using it to clean 
house. 

We've even got a few preach- 
ers in the south who preach this as 
gospel, but | don’t wory about them. 
Anybody with an 1.Q. under 30 is not 
worth arguing with. 


It's different with the politicians, 
especially the Congressmenwho refuse 
to put the kind of massive research 
money into AIDS that we need. When 
we had a similar epidemic in the 1950’s 
— polio — the government solved it in 
less than ten years. We've passed the 
ten-year mark on AIDS, and Congress 
acts like it’s just another embarrassing 
little local issue, like garbage collection. 
Congressmen take opinion polls to de- 
cide how to vote on AIDS. Excuse me 
while | puke. 

But you know what really hacks 
me off? 

It's not the dimwit preachers. 
And it’s not the sledgehead politicians. 


And it’s not the embittered family mem- 
bers of AIDS victims who are SO embar- 
rassed by the disease that they won't 
even allow the cause of death to be 
published in obituaries. 

No, all these people are just 
plain old average garden-variety hypo- 
crites. 

The ones | can’t stand are the 
ones who have never lost a friend to 
AIDS, never had to deal with the disease 
at all— and so they delude themselves 
into thinking it’s none of their business. 
They fork over money for muscular dys- 
trophy, but when the AIDS Walk comes 
around, there’s something down deep in 
their guts that says “I wouldn't fee! good 


if | gave money for that.” 

And so they're silent. They're 
not hostile to AIDS research. They don't 
want people to suffer. They're not bag 
people. They're just silent, passive, 
uninvolved. , 

Listen to me: It’s impossible to 
be uninvolved. 

Those are dead bodies out 
there. 

If you don’t care about that, the 
hell with you. 

| think God did send AIDS for a 
reason. It was to show how mean and 
sinful a healthy person can be toward a 
sick person. 


I 


2. Uh-oh, people are sneaking in 
from Mexico again. And you know what 
that means. Everybody that owns a 
deer rifle is gonna start griping about it. 

“They're taking away jobs from 
Americans,” the guy says, as he takes a 
bite out of his 40th Dorito. 

: “They come up here just to get 
welfare checks and send the money 
back to Guadalajara,” volunteers Zeke, 
the Go-Kart track owner. 

“We oughta just build a brick 
wall from San Diego to Brownsville.” 
This stunningly original idea for a mas- 
sive federal construction project comes 

- fromthe mouth of Otho, a forklift opera- 
tor from Teaneck. 

But the sad thing is, whenever 
Zeke and Otho and Ralphus start talk- 
ing, we have some spongy-skinned 
weasel-faced Congressman who de- 
cides to do something about it. And so 
they start talking about more Border 
Patrol officers, and more Immigration 
Service raids, and more undercoverwork 
to try to put the “coyotes” in jail. 


PELHAM AUTO 
SERVICE 
1315 FEDERAL ST. (RT.9) 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(413) 253-9302 . 


And then, when that happens, 
the prune-head liberals get involved, 
and they start making demands. We 
should increase the number of legal 
Mexican immigrants, so these people 
won't feel ashamed allthe time. Andwe 
should give more amnesty. And we 
should stop harassing perfectly inno- 
cent Mexican-American citizens just 
cause their name is Hector 
Estacionamiento. And how can we be 
hassling poor little Octavia and her eight 
illegal bebitos, when there are real crimi- 
nals out there who just go scot free? 
What about Jeffrey Dahmer! Huh? 
Where were you people when he was 
carving up half of Miwaukee? Huh? 
Huh? 

To which | say, to all of you 
people, get off it. 

We've been having the same 
dang argument for twenty years now. 
Get off it. 

The truth is, we’ve got the per- 


fect system, just exactly like it is. It’s. 


illegalto come here, and it’s hard to get 


CAR 
TROUBLES? 
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here, and it takes a brave person to 
leave his family and move north and try 
to make it ina country where he doesn't 
know the language or the ropes. And so 
what happens? 

The only people that sneak in 
are the ones so dedicated to working 
hard and not being noticed that they 
make perfectcitizens. We getthe cream 
of the crop this way. They start out 
working at Denny’s. They open great 
restaurants. They start new businesses. 
They have more class than we do. 
(Wanna feel underdressed? Go to 
Mexico City. They wear tuxedos every 
night ofthe week.) The competition gets 
better at every stock-car track where 
Mexicans move in. They improve the 
language. They bring in a lot of tradi- 


tions from a culture that’s not so uptight 


as ours. And they even have a sense of 
humor. Try to crack jokes with the 
Syrians in Brooklyn or the Sudanese in 
the Bronx and see how far you get. But 
Mexicans — now these people wanna 
be part of the party. 


PARADISE COPI 


Now what would happen if we 
made it /egal for Mexicans to move 
here? 

We wouldn't get the cream of 
the crop anymore. We'd get everybody. 

And what would happen if we 
really built a wall from Brownsville to 
San Diego? 

Denny's would go bankrupt. 

We need these people. Do you 
understand this? 

Good. 


To discuss the meaning of life 
with Joe Bob, orto get his world-famous 
newsletter, write Joe Bob Briggs, PO 
Box 2002, Dallas, TX 75221. Joe Bob's 
Fax line is always open: 214-368-2310. 
COPYRIGHT 1992 CREATORS SYN- 
DICATE, INC. 
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What's the word most mispro- 
nounced by athletes? A lan- 
guage authority says most of 

them, too, put an extra “e” in the 
middle of the two-syllable “ath- 
lete.” 

In the records of the survey- 
takers is the recent conclusion 
that almost half of all grown 
Americans think oatmeal is 
made of wheat. 

Q. Why does silk shine? 

A. A silk fiber is triangular. It 
reflects light much as does a 
prism. 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery 
wrote: “Perfection is finally 
attained not when there is no 
longer anything to add, but 
when there is no longer any- 
thing to take away.” This is a 
view common to sculptors, | 
believe. And wood carvers. 
And tax legislators. 

A year before the Bayer com- 
pany came out with its aspirin, it. 
coined the word “heroin.” In 
1898. The medical term is 
“acetylmorphine.” Your great 
great granddad could buy it 
over the counter in cough 
syrup. 


Those who purport to know say 
the name “Illinois” came from 
an Indian word meaning “Tribe 
of Perfect Men.” An oxymoron? 
The Singapore citizen who 
wants a new Volvo usually has 
to take out a mortgage to come 
up with the needed $80,000, 
reports a correspondent. 

It’s reported that half the mar- 
riages of players in the National 
Football League break up within 
a year after the players retire. 
When the going gets tough, the 
tough get divorced. 

Q. What's the most important 
thing in a marriage? Ask the 
counselors that one. 

A. Research in our Love and 
War man’s files turns up the 
one pronouncement accepted 
by more matrimonial counselors 
than any other. It reads” “After 
love, the most essential charac- 
teristic of a happy marriage is 
the ability to confide fully, freely 
and frankly with each other.” 
The late Alfred Hitchcock was 
quoted as saying: “Disney, of 
course, had the best casting. If 
he didn’t like an actor, he just 
tore him up.” 
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A Yosemite Park bear probably 
can unwrap a stick of chewing 
gum faster than you can. 


Where did you and your be- 
loved first discuss marriage? 
Pollsters say two out of five 
couples broach that matter In 
cars. 

In 1971, fringes of a storm 
touched Chile’s Atacama 
Desert. It was the first time any 
measurable rain had fallen 
there in at least 400 years. 

If the records are right, a presi- 
dential candidate committed 
about $23 million to the 1988 
campaign. A lot. But consider 
also: In 1987, General Foods 
spent $32 million to advertise 
Jell-O. 

In his Around the World in 80 
Days, Jules Verne modeled the 
character Phileas Fogg after a 
real person, one George 
Francis Train. It was he who 
first put rubber erasers on 
pencils. 

The most common element in 
rocks is oxygen. 


evacruzana 
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The old chess master Wilhelm 
Steinitz once claimed he beat 
God in a chess match on the 

phone. 


British of the 17th century drank 
a mix of ale and chicken broth 
and called it “cock ale.” And 
there are a few who believe that 
was the true origin of our word 
“cocktail.” 

Race track statisticians say 
bettors lay out $33 billion a year 
on the horses. Remarkable, 
what? And that’s only from the 
record. They can’t count all the 
offtrack action. 

Not all that many primitives 
lived in caves. Too many 
people, not enough caves, even 
then. Reason scholars have 
made so much of the cave 
dwellers is the caves are where 
they find the evidence. Caves 
preserve. 

Q. How does constant loud 
noise damage hearing? 

A. Sound wave pressures 
against the little ear bones drive 
out fluid and damage the tiny 
hair cells that transmit. So says 
an ear specialist. 


Mexican Food 
that Mexicans _ 
would want to eat! 


44 Main St. 


Northampton 586-7181 
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Nee i ime you’re in one of our advertisers’ 
businesses...say, “Hey, thanx for being 
in my favorite paper; I'm of course 
referring to the Valley Comic News!” 


Market Street Laundry 


No yines! 


“You always can 
comeinand 
do your laundry 


‘A Great Place to Wash 
17 Market Street 


45,000 used and 
discount books 


Cafe 
River views Ideck 
open 7 days 10-6 


99% of Valley Comic News subscribers reveal that for each of the 
22 issues received during the past year, they averaged an astonishing 
28 LAUGHS PER ISSUE! 


At our 3rd Class subscription rate of $20, that comes out to a miniscule 
$.032 PER LAUGH. 


THAT’S RIGHT! 
The Valley Comic News offers you: 
« more tickle for your nickel, 
«= more good time for your dime, 
«= more disorder for your quarter, 
% more yuk for your buck. 


WE’VE GOT THE CHEAPEST THRILLS IN THE VALLEY! 


So hunt down the subscription form on pg. 3 
and let the laughter begin. 
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TODAY A GUNMAN 
KILLED THREE PEOPLE. 


Me 


AND How 
ABOUT SPENDING 
MORE TIME WITH 

THE KIDS? 


[> A A 
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TURN OFF THE TV. 

WHILE 1/M TALKING 
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Sees 


that “Why” chromosome. 


AFIVE-YEAR-OLD A SHOOTING SPREE |. 
ACCIDENTALLY HAS LEFT \1 DEAD. |: 


SHOT HIMSELF. 


VOYAGER, THE FINAL PICTURE ? 
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The Questions, Please: 


What is your Gender? 
Ly Male [yj Female 


How old are you? 
Under 18 
18-21 
21-25 

26 - 31 

32 - 40 
41-55 

56 - 65 

Over 65 


OOOoOoOooo 


How many in your household? 


Cy 1 


Ly 40r more 


Valley Comic News Survey 1992 


How much did you haul in last 
year? ; : 

Less than $10,000 

$10 - $19 Thou 

$20 - $29 G's 

$30 - $39 K 

$40 - $49,000 Simoleons 
$50- $75,000 Bananas 
$75- $100,000 Biggies 
More than that even 


OuwWOoOcoeoo 


What kind of plastic do you 
have? 

[j Visa, MasterCard, Discover 
[.j American Express 

[_j Gold of some sort 

[j Store Card (Sears, 
Steigers, etc.) 


Do you plan to buy a car in the 


How many people do you think read next year? 


your copy of The Valley Comic News? [j Yes 


Schooling? 

[.y High School 

[-y Community College 

(y . Attended College 

[.j Attending College 

[J Undergraduate Degree 
[y Graduate Degree 

[jy Graduate Degree + 


Which best describes your job? 


Professional 
Service Worker 
Student 

Retail 

Educator 

Clerical 

Manager 
Artist/Craftsperson 
Building Trades 

Food Industry 

Still Finding Yourself Z 
Other 


cococoocococeo 


Ly No 


Do you yearn to have more fun 
than any one person should 


have? 

Ly Yes [yg No 

Do you own your own home? 
[jy Yes [jy No 


What goods &/or services seen in 
the Comic News have you used? 


How important is VCN in shaping 
your opinion of this crazy, mixed- 
up world? 


Lj Real 
(} Fairly 
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ococecocoo 


Which of these have you used 
in the past year? 


Doctor 

Lawyer 

Stockbroker 
Accountant 

Home Repair Person 
Chiropractor 

Caterer 

Therapist 
Masseuse/Masseur 
Holistic Health Person 


C 


How often do you eat out? 
Never 

1-3 times a month 
1-2 times a week 

3-5 times a week 
Over 5 times a week 


HOooo 


Last time you dined out, 
about how much did you spend 
per person? 


When you decide to step out, 
what's it generally for? 

Music 

Dining 

Dancing 

Movies 

Theatre’ 

Sporting Events 
Political Stuff 

Cafe 

Art gallery/Museum 
Lecture 

Too Hot To Mention Here 


QOOCOooooooo 


What would you most like to 
see added to The Valley 
Comic News? 


a a 


| usually pick up the Comic 
News at: 


| wish | could get it at: 


How do you think the Comic 
Newsis doing? (Don't hold back; 
lay it on us!) 


Would you like to treat a friend to a 
year's subscription at a special 

low, low, low; discount price of $18? 
[_} Ofcourse; it's a great deal, 

and you folks are the salt of the 
earth. (Please fill out subscription form 
on p. 3, & indicate it's a Survey Sub- 
scription Discount) 


FILL OUT SURVEY AND THIS BOX AND RETURN BY 
MAY 20 To: . 
The Valley Comic News Survey . 
P.O. Box 515 
; : Northampton, Mass. 01 061 
Prize drawing will be held on May 22nd. All information from 
the Survey will be kept confidential. 


PASTRY SHOP 


Grand Opening 


‘THREE GENERATIONS OF QUALITY BAKING HAS COME TO 25 ARMORY STREET, NORTHAMPTON 


¥ ESTABLISHED SINCE 1946 — “HOME OF THE RUM CAKE” 


A CHOCOLATE MOUSSE CAKE ~ A RICOTTA CAKE 


¥ ( AKE S A RASPBERRY MOUSSE CAKE A WHIPPED CREAM CAKE 
A GRAND MARNIER CAKE A CHEESE CAKE 


A GELATI 


¥ CAPPUCCINO $ 4cawr 


A WEDDING ORNAMENTS & MORE... 


(@) y Larce AssoRTMENT OF ITALIAN AND FRENCH 
PASTRIES AND COOKIES 


25 Armory Street, Northampton 
Call us, or stop in 
586-7693 


NNO ON 


VLNOZNA 
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~“S0O THEN, OPHELIA... DRIVEN MAD 
BY HER LOVE FOR HAMLET AND THE DEATH 


OF HER FATHER... THROWS HERSELF OUT 
ONTO THE BANK AND SUFFOCATES Boe 


GREETING CARDS THAT DIDN'T SELL 


ZEST WISHES Goop LUCK 
FOR YOUR 


Root CANAL 


Con GRATULATIONS 
ON HAVING 
Yeu CARTOON 

PUBLISHED 
IN THE 
VEW YORKER 


Mark K, Anderson 


“lh ae i 


ENQUIRER AIRLINES - SEE THE WORLD FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE! 
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G. HOPKINS } 


THAT POSITION 
iS ABSTINENCE” 


A CLEAR POSITION ON 
WEN SEX AND DISEASE 


I MEAN WE WILL ABSTAIN FROM 
ADATTING THEY'RE HAVING IT 


ov MEAN TEENS SHOULD 
ae FROM HAVING SEX? 


DIST. BYL-ATIMESSYND. 


DYING OF AIDS -- 
AGERS AND 
TRSCENTS| 


Hy \ i \ oy ia) \ iD, by \ 
a Mi \ \} NY \V \ Ky yes . ae z 
aM » ‘ BIN a aati 


ANU TEN 1 
ASS AINA i 
NO PERSONNEL SHALL ‘i 
MENTION THE WORD VY 
ABORTION” EXCEPTIN i 
THE SECOND OR. THIRD 
TRIMESTER OF AN 
ELECTION YEAR 


I 


& hy a & 


V2) 


HES) 


(REVISED) : 


— 
= —— 


Lae 


VIEWS 2% WORLD 


TURNER 
THE IRISH TIMES 
Du 


bliin 
IRELAND 


whe DIN cegs are 


GRAND eI) 


» Bay 


GABLE 

GLOBE AND MAIL 
Toronto 
CANADA 


REISINGER s, 


TOM 


Amsterdam 
NETHERLANDS 


wv 20 to 50% 
off selected 


Clothing 
<, ew 
8 als ee 


() 
6 
Earri ale 
Bae Candles dia Print 
Incense Bedspreads 


SIP PIINS 


we 


DY oN 
N 


(3C,) 


SOLO! |Get PVN Le 


Mili 


a 


Great Gifts & Cards 
«MERCANTILE 


Northampton-18 Center St. 
Amherst-Carriage Shops 


PRESIDENT 


~ 
1941 


GOAL NRHA HOES NG 


PRIZESSURVEYPRIZESSURVEY 


HEY, READERS: we’re running a survey (p.12) 
to find out what kind of folks read 
The Valley Comic News. 


Sure, we know you’re smart, but we want to know other stuff, too. 


To make it worth your while to send the surveys back 
aN we’ll be offering prizes to a lucky few respondents, 
‘9 to be chosen at random, by the full moon. x 
The prizes are: SM, 
Bicycle World -- $35 gift certificate 
Faces -- $25 gift certificate 
Green St. Cafe -- $50 gift certificate 
Karavan Imports -- $75 gift certificate 
The Mercantile -- $25 gift certificate 
Valley Comic News -- gift subscription 
Pleasant St. Video -- membership & 3 free video rentals 
Video To Go -- 10 free movies 


AND THERE MAY BE MORE! 
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i of ither snow, nor fh = 
Vs ip L 2# ae 
tN SAP =| TONE --- why We Yas 
Jes fs x h : LAME 
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eras 


vi 


G aarp Le | 
A Were eras na | SAM Wr es cage stay ise Ben agents 
TUN es 


Sy ENG qncre ve NS pees 
AONSEE OR AVIA ay : Se d 


YVICC sss 


 eODaTIES ie 


i 
wu 
—, x fart Mi th fs from tryingto soll dirty 
Nina 2 Vag ns Vee Dy na Geattes 1 for the purpose 
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RY 
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Men... ° * 


EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


Volcanoes 


= Residents in southern 
Japan used face masks 
and umbrellas to protect 
themselves against a rain of ash 
falling from the eruption of two volca- 
noes. Renewed activity at both 
Sakura-jima and Unzen volcanoes 
on the island of Kyushu prompted 
officials to issue two separate warn- 
ings for dangerous fiery flows of su- 
perheated gas and ash boiling down 
the sides of the mountains. 

Mount Pinatubo in the Philippines 
continued to rumble, delivering six 
high-frequency tremors within 24 
hours, and a plume of dirty steam 
that rose to a height of 600 yards. 


Himalayan Cure 
An American scientist has 
discovered large quantities 
_ of an anticancer drug inthe 
leaves of a Himalayan tree called 
the Asian yew. The Timesof London 
reported that the drug, called taxol, 
is identical to the substance that was 
recently discovered in the bark of the 
Pacific yew. Tests indicate that itcan 
control the growth of a wide variety 
of tumors, including breast, lung, 
and ovarian cancers. Professor 
Lester Mitscher, of the University of 
Kansas, said that an industrial-scale 
process for removing the drug had 
been developed, and plans were 
being made to extract the taxol 
commercially for shipping to Europe 
and North America. 


Killer Bees 


Swarms of Africanized 
honey bees have been 
spotted within 30 miles of 


San Antonio, Tex., and itis expected 
that by summer the historic city will 
become the first metropolitan areain 
the U.S. reached by the spread of 
the potentially deadly insects. Dave 
Mayes of the Texas A&M University 
bee research center advises thatthe 
best defense against being stung by 
one of the killer bees, other than not 
threatening a hive, is to “run like hell” 
if you see a swarm coming at you. 


EVE 
HAS SILENCE OF THE LANES 


Earthquakes 


Two sharp quakes rocked 
LS] much of Southern Califor- 

nia, knocking outtelephone 
service, flinging items off shelves, 
and causing other minor damage. 
The strongest temblor, which regis- 
tered 6.0 onthe Richter scale, caused 
buildings in Los Angeles to sway for 
up to 60 seconds. Earth movements 
were also felt in eastern Turkey, 
southern Sumatra, northern Japan, 
and in western Washington State. 


Spring Storms 

Astring of severe thunder- 
EA storms which lashed South 

China’s Hunan province for 
two days spawned high winds and 
hail, causing almost 100 deaths and 
damaging morethan 24,000 homes. 
Chinese Premier Li Peng expressed 
his concern and sympathy to the 
ralatives of those who were killed 
during the disaster. Officials esti- 
mate that 575,000 acres of farmland 
sustained heavy damage. 


By Steve Newman 


| For the week ending | 
April 24, 1992 


Spill 


A stranded tanker spilled 
an estimated 1 million 
gallons of oil near 


Mozambique’s coast inthe country’s 
worst single environmental disaster. 
Fueloilfromthe Greek-owned Katina 
P washed ashore into Maputo Bay, 
which is ringed with mangrove for- 
ests that feed shellfish, one of the 
war-torn country’s leading exports. 


Floods 


Torrential downpours 
me across Oklahoma caused 
flash flooding that washed 
cars off roads and killed two chil- 
dren. In Oklahoma City, rescuers 
found the body of an 8-year-old boy 
who had gone outto play in aflooded 
creek. A9-year-old girldrowned after 
she became trapped in her family’s 
car, which was overpowered at a 
low-water crossing. 
Some of North Carolina’s worst 
flooding innearly 10 years swamped 
areas of the Roanoke Valley after 3 


RY VIDEO STORE ¥/f 


How many have director 
Jonathan Demme’s other 
films grouped in their own 
section??? 


Caged Heat ¢ Last Embrace 


©1992 Chronicle Features 


to 8 inches of rain fell within a 24- 
hour period. Floods killed 21 people 
in western North Carolina and parts 
of neighboring Virginia. 


Pole Jumping 

An international parachute 

and skiing expedition to the 

North Pole left the Russian 
city of Noril’sk with plans to make 
several preliminary jumps over the 
frigid Severnaya Zemlya island 
group. The Itar-Tass news agency 
reported that during the expedition 
an attempt will be made to complete 
the first-ever jump directly over the 
geographic North Pole. The sports- 
men will use a special type of tan- 
dem parachute that will enable them 
to land with passengers who do not 
have any special training. The expe- 
ditionis sponsored in partby the Red 
Cross Society of Russia to perfect 
arctic rescue skills. 
Additional Sources: British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U.S. 


Earthquake Information Center, and the World 
Meteorological Organization. 


( 


Handle with Care ¢ Melvin 
and Howard ° Stop Making 
Sense ° Swimming to 
Cambodia ° Something Wild 
and Married to the Mob 


The Valley Comic News ¢ April 30, 1992 17 


THE FAR SIDE sy cary arson 


otom™ 
2 
: 
é 
2 
2 
FI 
g 


ite 


4 © 1992 Universal Press Syndicate 2 3 


© 
© 1992 Universal Press 5) 


“Keep the door shut, Ernie! | just know that dang cat “Look. We know how you did it — howis “For crying out loud! Look at this place! ... Well, this 
is going to try dragging that thing Into the house.” no longer the question. What we now want to is one little Satanic ritual that’s coming to an end!” 
know is why. ... Why now, brown cow?” 


“Where you'll always find something different” 


401 Main St., Amherst 
956-1509 


aon 8b oes Ws Shes! 


6 a noSAuRs: “Dino SARS! DINOSAURS / 


Yo|ping Jayjuuer :0j}04d 


: 


Roll over, Beethoven...send Tchaikovsky The News. 
Downstairs at Thornes 


150 Main Street e Northampton, MA © (413)-586-801 
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Concepts of hell “« ty ae : 
P That's why I never walk in front.” “Hey! It’s Frank and Cindy!...Haven’t seen you folks 


for a while.” 


Zisten! You've goto get this 
eleuator unstacky/..My egg Sac's 
gonna break any moment now! 


aerpulg staig (etuaNUN 2661 O 


“Whoa! Watch where that thing lands — we'll 
probably need it.” 


©1906 Universal Press Syndicate 


“| hear ‘em!...Gee, there must be a hundred of the 
little guys squirmin’ around in there!” 


“Dang! That dog’s been up on the sofa again, 
7 I just know it!” 


awl 


a 


LEOLD. 


! do not like all this politics stuff. 
The only thing | know about 
government is the crucial insider 
tip that every kid should know: 
“Always tuck in your shirt when 
you go up in front of the judge. 
Tuck in your shirt,and don't say 
anything. ” 
The judge and | are going to feel 
very bad when we see each other. 
He and | both have tough jobs. 
My dad is always talking about 
participatory democracy and the 
WOM IGell NOGESS tbat edesteds estes es 
/ sure hope this is what he had 
in mind. 
| didn’t realize being in politics 
was going to be this PAINFUL. 


BY ROGER SALLOOM 


f 
Rak 


1 PK Ree Sve rten, sre a 
a 
—_"\ N 


SEN 


ies 


s 
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PA mh! Wh | 
‘ 


MY POLICIES WERENT 
IMPLEMENTED AND , 
CIRCUMSTANCES DIDNT 
TURN IN MY FAVOR! JUST 
THE OPPOSITE, IN FACT! 


IT DONT 
UNDERSTAND 
THIS! NOTA 
SINGLE PART 
OF MY HORO- 
SCOPE CAME 


YouRS SANS, 
* POPULARITY 


ZOOMS UPINARD. 
NEW ENCOUNTERS 


PX BIG 
DIVIDENDS. 


LEGGO! OW! STOR! YOU DONT 
UNDERSTAND! MY HOROSCOPE 
SANS I'M IRRESISTIBLE To 
GIRLS TODAY! LM Too 

POPULAR! I'M GOING TO GET 
BIG DIVIDENDS! AUGGHHH / 


DONT MAKE ME GO To SCHOOL! 
PLEASE DONT MAKE ME! HELP! 


“OPPOSITE SEX 
FINDS YO 
IRRESISTIBLE” 
HEE HEE HEE / 


MAYBE TODAYS 
HOROSCOPE. 
WONT COME 
TRUE. I DONT 
WANT K \WWON 
DAY FOR LOVE! } 


WAIT! WANT! 
SUSIES 
COMING / 


sa 


I'M SURE ANY 
SCIENTIST 
WOULD GIVE 


AT WENT WRONG?’ T 
wove THIS STUFF WAS 
BASED ON PLANETS AND 
STARS! HOW COULD THOSE 
BE MISREAD? WHAT KIND 
OF SCIENCE /S THIS *7 


© 1992 Watterson Distributed by Universal Pross Syndicate 
¢g 


WAIT, \T GOES ON. 
“ EMPHASIZE 

ROMANCE. OPPOSITE 
SEX FINDS You 
\RRESISTIBLE. 
LUCKN DAX FOR 


WHAT IF SUSIE KISSES ME 27 
T DONT WANT ROMANCE / 
T HATE SUSIE! 
CALL ME IN 
Sick / HELP! 


—__ as 


IN A MINUTE \ 


YESTERDANS You'll. BE 


PREDICTION 
DIDNT COME 


? 
WHAT ? SHE \S? GOSH, CALVIN, 


THE DIRT 
COVERING YOUR 
FEATURES \S 

A BIG 

IMPROVEMENT. 


DISCOURAGE 
ROMANCE / 


DEAR, IT GOT HIM! GRAB 
WIS FEET WHILE T PRY 
WIS FINGERS LOOSE / 


WAY, SUSIE! TL DONT 


THE STARS AND PLANETS |h 


> ff] \TS THE BUS! THE Bus IS 
meget aes Sf oats ANA! (RRP OS Ae 
UNCONTROLLABLE ! NOW! HA ae a HEAR THE FUSES BLOWING. 
SCHOOL! HOORAYY / 


i 
| WHAT? \ 


THAT DOESNT } NOPE! MY] WHAT A RELIEE TO 
KNOW 
SOUND LIKE | HOROSCOPE | MN LIFE ISNT CONTROLLED 


wTO A POINT,) THE PAPER 
OF COURSE. / SHOULD PRINT 
5 MOMS DAILY 


ZOOMING BX QUTSIDE FORCES! I'M 
POPULARITY. ‘| THE MASTER OF MX OWN = aa PREDICTIONS. 
; FATE! THOSE SURE 
\ COME TRUE. 


NO, GET 
YOURSELF A 
Goo LUCK 
CHARM. MAN, 
HERE COMES 
ANOTHER BATH! 


TYE EVERYONE WANTS TO KNOW || SOREAUY, THE BEST 

THINKING ABOUT WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS, |] PREPARATION FOR THE FUTURE 

THIS ASTROLOGY BUT YOU JUST HAVE. TO WAIT || \S TO TAKE THE PRESENT AND) 
a TIL \T HAPPENS. 


HEY MOM, CAN I HONEY, CELEBRITIES NEED THE FAT | I WANT ANOTHER 
GET SOME PLASTIC SUCKED OUT OF THEIR BRAINS, NOT | ENE PUT IN MY 
SURGERY? ALL THEIR BOTTOMS. WHAT ON EARTH FOREHEAD. 


DO YOU WANT CHANGED? YOU'RE 
FINE THE WAN 


THE CELEBRITIES 


FROM NOW ON, WHENEVER 
You TELL ME THINGS, I 
DONT WANT To HEAR ANY 
REASONS , EXPLANATIONS, 
SUBTLETY OR CONTEXT. 


So MUCH FOR 
THAT POLICX. 


OVLSDUAS S514 PUONUN Ag poingas:QVOVINEM Z661 O 


“WHAT DOES MX DAD Do? 
MOSTLY, HE GETS ON, MY 
| THE END. 


"DAD: THE 
PARAGRAPH - 
! 


> 


The Raw Carrot 


Juice Bar 


COMbares 
sata 


NOW OPEN 


Serving: freshly 
squeezed vegetable 
juices, smoothies, 
vegetarian and 
vegan sandwiches, 
soups,salads and 
baked goods. 
OPEN 10am- 7pm 
downtown amherst 
next to the mercantile 


Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


VOTED 

"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER™ 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive,and 
guaranteed FUN or your 
money back, call today! 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 
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humor me 


by Izzy Gesell 


The Casual Observer was at a red light. The driver in the 
car behind him was tweezing her eyebrows as a steaming 
“travelmug” of coffee fogged her windshield. To the CO’s right, 
aman flossed his teeth while reading anewspaperthat was woven 
into the spokes of the steering wheel so it could be read while the 
Car was in motion. 

“Why isit?” mused the CO, “that people do things while 
driving that ordinarily they’d only do in the privacy of their own 
homes. There must be something about being in a car that allows 
us to feelinvulnerable and shielded from sight, even though there 
are more windows per square inch in a car than in a house. How 
else to explain the oral hygiene and personal care routine that goes 
oninplain sight ata stoplight? IfI were a guestin this guy’s house 
and he wanted to clean his teeth, it’s hardly likely he’d whip the 
floss out at the table and start to extricate food matter in front of 
company. Somehow he equates being in a different car with 

being in a different room.” 

The flosserlooked up and caughtthe CO staring. “Wadda 
you looking at?” 

The CO didn’t lie. “You. Flossing your teeth.” 

“Well, cut it out. This ain’t Rear Window and you ain’t 
Jimmy Stewart.” The flosser flicked the filament out of the 
window and drove off. 

The CO was stunned. He felt exposed and scuzzy. 
Looking around he saw that everyone was pointing at him. They 
all beeped their homs. “Shame. Shame on you for intruding on 
our privacy,” they seemed to be saying. “We’re busy people. 
Always running late, so we do the best we can with the time 
available to us. Haven’t you ever taken a time-management 
course?” 


He noticed the light was green. “That’s what they want,” 


he realized. They weren’tmad at him forlooking. They were mad 
because he had distracted them and had violated a cardinal rule 
ofoursociety: “What I do inmy caris my business. You can peek 
but you can’t stare. You can notice but you can’t comment.” 

The Casual Observer was correct. Going through 
someone’ scar is asure way to gainakeen insightinto that person. 
We all can put on any face we'd like the world at large to see, but 
aclose analysis of our wheels will always reveal our true nature. 
Given thirty minutes of exploration time inside our vehicle, even 
a first year anthropology student would be able to tell us more 
about ourselves than could most of our friends. 

I realized how personal and private the interiorof my car 
is as I was cleaning out the nooks and crannies of the trunk, the 
recesses behind and beneath the seats and the pinata that passes 
for my glove compartment in preparation for selling my 1982 
Honda Prelude. A familiar feeling came over me. The one I get 
when company is coming and I need to prepare my home for 
outsiders. My coupe had truly become an extension of my living 
quarters. Old newspapers were spread on the carpet, audiotapes 
without cases were scattered among cases without audiotapes, 
food was in varying stages of fossilization, and dental floss, 
mouthwash and a hairbrush were covered witha grayish film that 
looked like dust but felt like formica. I even had an attic 
equivalent: the trunk contained a library of waterstained books, 
magazines and pamphlets scattered around a milkcrate full of 
stuff that had been transferred from a previous car and lay 
untouched until now. 

I made a vow that I would treat my new car differently. 
No changes of clothes in the back. No sports equipment under the 
seats and definitely no eating in the car. Now what am I going to 
do with the microwave in the glove compartment? 


22 April 30, 1992 » The Valley Comic News 
urge 


~ UW JAMO SST AT? b 
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OKAY, LETS SEE... "WE ARE 
GATHERED HERE TOGETHER..." 


WNVEFLAL PREM SYROCAN © 19H] CB Moses 


"IF ANYONE PRESENT KNOWS 
REASON WHY 


IMEAN, WHILE WERE SITTING 
HERE, THIS BRAND-NEW LIFE, 
THIS INSANE MIRACLE, IS TAK- 
ING PLACE IN THE NEXT ROOM! 
ITSWUST \ 

INCRED, 


DID YOU 
RING 


IN THE 
CAR. YOU 


A PERFECT SA 
GETOQUIA IT TURNS OUT. HER 
HERE— — HIGHERSELF JUST 
TOLD ME THAT IN 


OR SHE COULD HAVE HER 
QUIN TALK SHOW, OR BEA 
RECORDING ARTIST, OR SHE 
COULD HOST HER QUIN SYN- 
DICATED ie SHOW! 


FILM STAR, OR A FEATURED 
PLAYER OF A HIT, PRIME - ° 
TIME DRAMATIC SERIES... 


UrvEPLAL Peta SyHOrCAM «© 1f72 OB 


YEAH, WAL, I'D LIKE TO SEE 
FOR MYSELF. T WANT TOMAKE 
SURE OUR DAUGHTER ISN'T GET- 
TING A GIRLS EDUCATION! 


Weviria petit trmocan © 1972 G8 Puceoy 
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If 
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MAYBE I SHOULD 
HAVE A LITTLE 
TALK WITH HER. 


MEAN, ISN'T FAl 
ALEX? LETTING THE GIRLS 
i ve ANSWER QUESTIONS. 


JUSTA MINUTE, ERNIE. 
IRS, DOONESBURY, 

JUST CRAZY. AFTER ALL, 
TMA FEMALE MYSELF. 
IFANYTHING, I FAVOR 
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KARA 


IMPORTS 


ORIGINAL 
See 


BES | 
OUR 4TH 


YEAR 
BRINGING YOU 


UNIQUE 


HE 


AFFORDABLE 


ee 


CLOTHING 


Few eliey 
MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 


‘Take The 
Stairway To 
SAVINGS ! 


LOCATED 


ABOVE PINOCCHIO'S 
413 -585 -0815 


Ee Bee 
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No B.S. Bikes at 


BICYCLE WORLD 


S. Pleasant St., Amherst (behind Bonduecis Cafe) 253°7722 
Sips oe es oe ee IN ow ©mn Sale*< ee oe ee oe oer no 


All 1991 Bikes 7 10% Off 
All Road Clipless Pedals 15% Off 
All Mountain Bike Tires | 10% Off 


Suspension Forks 3 Cranksets 


Manitou ie: $374.99 Suntour XC-LTD ($119.95) NOW $79.95 

Marzocci XC-100 $299.99 Suntour XC-PRO ($179.95) NOW $119.95 

Marzocci XC-300 $399.99 Suntour XC-COMP ($149.95) NOW $109.95 

Rock Shox - $279.99 XC-COMP MICRO-DRIVES IN STOCK 

Rock Shox MAG 20’s See 

Scott (1 1/8") 199.99 

Specialized Future Shock $309.95 Bar Ends 

Trek DS-2 $229.99 ONZA 20% Off 

Trek DS-3 $329.99 Control Stix 20% Off 
ALL IN STOCK NOW 


pS RES 


ces ee eA EE DOPE POETS s se: eiansadions ‘ bie 
* Sale apphes fo in-stock items only - Not responsible ge w/out nobce. 


puptemments 


